
A BASIC INTRODUCTION TO GUITAR FOR NEW PLAYERS.
BY TIM TIERNEY



It’s very important to tap your
foot along with a track.
As your foot goes down so
should your hand, and as it
comes up so should your hand.

STRUMMING

1 & 2 & 3 & 4 &

Count: 1 & 2 & 3 & 4



GUITAR
LAYOUT

Body
Neck

Headstock

H
eadstock

Tuning Peg

Nut

Frets

Thick String

Thin String



If its just a letter
it means major.

If it says ‘m’
it means minor.

The dots are your fingers.
The numbers are the fingers used.

CHORDS
EXPLAINED



This is the correlation of the
numbers.
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FIRST CHORDS
TO LEARN

EXERCISE - Numbers are count/strum.
1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4

{: A / / / A / / / A / / / A / / /
D / / / D / / / D / / / D / / /
A / / / A / / / A / / / A / / /
E / / / E / / / D / / / D / / / :}



EXAMPLE
From Save The Last Dance:

You can dance

every dance with the guy

Who gave you the eye

Let him hold you tight.

The letters A & E mean change at the time
words change.

A

E



3 SONGS
TO PLAY

IN A
Be Bop A Lula

Save The Last Dance

Thats Alright Mama

https://www.chordie.com/chord.pere/www.guitaretab.com/g/gene-vincent/299980.html
https://www.chordie.com/chord.pere/www.azchords.com/d/drifters-tabs-5063/savethelastdanceforme2-tabs-393637.html
https://tabs.ultimate-guitar.com/tab/elvis-presley/thats-alright-mama-chords-79702


FULL SONG CHORDS: Be Bop A Lula

BE BOP A LULA
Count 1 2 3 4, 1 2 3 4
Strum

Be bop a lula

She’s my baby

Be bop a lula

I don’t mean maybe

A

A

https://www.chordie.com/chord.pere/www.guitaretab.com/g/gene-vincent/299980.html


M M

M M

EXERCISE - Numbers are count/strum.
1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4

{: E / / / E / / / G / / / G / / /
E / / / E / / / G / / / G / / / :}

* When changing try to keep 1st finger
on the string - it’ll help support!

NEXT CHORDS



* Try to keep 1st finger down going Em > G

* 3rd finger going G > D

Go back and forth on these exercises.

* Try the song Mad World

M M

EXERCISE
1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4

{: E / / / E / / / G / / / G / / /
D / / / D / / / A / / / A / / / :}

M M

EXERCISE
1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4

{: E / / / E / / / A / / / A / / /
D / / / D / / / G / / / G / / / :}

NOW TRY...

https://www.chordie.com/chord.pere/chordiearchive.chordie.com/chord.pere/www.lindesign.se/uwp/guitar/t/tears_for_fears/mad_world.crd


2 3 41

Like the E but
down a string

Change E > B7
Keep 2nd finger on
and move 1&3.

EXERCISE
1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4

{: E / / / E / / / B / / / B / / / :}

Song - Dance the Night Away

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4
{: E / / / B / / / E / / / B / / / :}

7 7

7 7



HARDER
CHORDS

MM

EXERCISE - C > F keep 1st finger on.
1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4

{: C / / / C / / / F / / / F / / /
C / / / C / / / D / / / D / / / :}



EXERCISE - Dirty Old Town.
1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4

{: G / / / G / / / G / / / G / / /
C / / / C / / / G / / / G / / /
G / / / G / / / D / / / E / / / :}

M

EXERCISE - Mustang Sally.
1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4

{: C / / / C / / / C / / / C / / /
F / / / F / / / F / / / F / / /
C / / / C / / / C / / / C / / /
G / / / G / / / F / / / F / / / :}

SONG
EXERCISES

https://www.chordie.com/chord.pere/www.guitartabs.cc/tabs/t/the_pogues/dirty_old_town_tab.html
https://tabs.ultimate-guitar.com/tab/wilson-pickett/mustang-sally-chords-1402487


LIST OF
SONGS

Whiskey in the Jar - G

Up on the Roof - G

Stand By Me - G

Ticket To Ride - G

Bye Bye Love - D/A

I Saw Her Standing There - E

Get Back - A

Mr Postman - G

https://www.chordie.com/chord.pere/www.guitaretab.com/d/dubliners/215118.html
https://www.chordie.com/chord.pere/www.azchords.com/d/drifters-tabs-5063/upontheroof-tabs-215714.html
https://www.chordie.com/chord.pere/www.guitartabs.cc/tabs/b/ben_e_king/stand_by_me_tab_ver_6.html
https://tabs.ultimate-guitar.com/tab/the-beatles/ticket-to-ride-chords-42888
https://www.chordie.com/chord.pere/tabfu.thudspace.net/s/simon_and_garfunkel/bye_bye_love.crd
https://www.chordie.com/chord.pere/www.guitaretab.com/b/beatles/205976.html
https://tabs.ultimate-guitar.com/tab/the-beatles/get-back-chords-1061694
https://www.chordie.com/chord.pere/www.azchords.com/t/themarvelettes-tabs-40309/pleasemrpostman-tabs-330611.html


THIS GIDE IS FREE TO DOWNLOAD AND USE
BUT WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO CONSIDER
MAKING A SMALL DONATION TO THE

FLORRIE IF USING IT.

THE FLORRIE IS A CHARITY AT THE HEART
OF LIVERPOOL 8. A COMMUNITY HERITAGE
VENUE, SOCIAL & EDUCATIONAL HUB FOR

THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH LIVERPOOL.
OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY, THEY OFFER A

WIDE VARIETY OF PARTICIPATORY
ACTIVITIES FOR PEOPLE OF ALL AGES,

INCLUDING THE FAMOUS GUITAR GROUP
RAN BY TEA STREET BANDS TIM TIERNEY.

DONATE HERE

https://www.gofundme.com/f/the-florrie-covid19-fund

